Earth and Space Science TEKS Committee Majority Report
At the final Earth and Space Science (ESS) TEKS-writing meeting in Austin on December 6, the committee decided to send a document to the SBOE to address a few concerns about the length and number of TEKS. Our committee felt strongly that the number and detail of the TEKS were necessary because the ESS course was new and designed to be a capstone course. We also wanted to be sure that teachers and school districts would understand this was not simply the GMO course repackaged. Also, we took the State Board of Education's directives seriously, and gave our new standards the specificity as asked.

During the December 2008 meeting, the TEKS committee also addressed a minority report that was submitted to the SBOE without the knowledge of the rest of the committee. At the end of that meeting, the members of the ESS TEKS committee that were not involved in the sending of the minority report understood that the concerns of the two individuals had been addressed, compromise language had been reached, and the minority report that had been sent to SBOE in November would be withdrawn. 

Over the last two weeks a revised, second minority report was sent to the SBOE. The majority of committee members are greatly disappointed especially in light of the understood committee agreement. Specifically related to expert opinion and “dogmatic tone,” let it be known that all feedback provided by TEA including six expert reviewers, numerous public feedback statements, College Readiness Standards, and other resource documents were reviewed. All this information, not just one expert reviewer, was evaluated and discussed resulting in compromises in both wording and content related to all positions. Furthermore, individual and personal comments in the minority report related to scientific issues were also discussed. The consensus agreement decided that these issues have either been covered adequately based on historical texts or are opinions not widely held scientifically. We feel this minority report undermines the hard work and good faith efforts the rest of the committee has made to create a scientifically rigorous capstone course. As such, this report by default has become a “majority report” of the committee.
Earth and Space Science
Earth and Space Science is a capstone course designed to build on students’ prior scientific and academic knowledge and skills to develop understanding of the Earth System in space and time. The course is new and designed as an advanced course. To reflect current scientific understanding and practice in ESS, a systems approach was utilized in the design of the course. The Earth systems approach, which views the Earth as a single integrated system, is a powerful tool for providing an understanding of the complexities and uncertainties of the processes that control and shape the planet. It is currently used by scientists researching the relationships between people and the Earth, as well as those studying different parts of the Earth system, because it has remarkable simplicity of representation, provides greater precision in stating hypotheses, and allows scientists to deal more responsibly and rationally with regional and global issues. The systems approach is also applied to the Earth, Moon, Sun system and the larger Solar System. 
It cannot be assumed that all teachers and textbook companies are familiar with a systems approach. To assure the intent of the ESS TEKS Committee, the TEKS that have been developed have been included to provide teachers a clear understanding as to the knowledge and skills to be taught. It should be noted that ESS is a highly integrated course. Although there are a larger number of TEKS than most courses, it should be noted that the integrated nature of the content requires that teachers address multiple TEKS during instruction. The TEKS have been written to be as concise as possible and scientifically accurate with sufficient detail. 

This course will prepare Texas students to be college-ready in the area of Earth and Space sciences. The course provides students with scientifically-sound knowledge and skills critical to higher education and the STEM workforce. A group of individual Earth Science educators that included high school teachers, ESS teacher trainers, college professors, and industry geoscientists worked together to create these standards and they should be adopted without change. 
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